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This month we are continuing to learn skills such as 
annotating the text, determining main idea and supporting 
details, analyzing text structure and synthesizing information.  
Students also learned strategies to determine unknown words in 
complex texts by looking both around the unknown word 
(context clues) as well as in the unknown word (root, prefix, 
suffix).  We continue to use big questions to guide our reading 
and prepare us to be active readers.  The questions we have been 
focusing on are “what surprised me?” and “what did the author 
think I already knew?”  Finally, the 5th grade students are working 
on a culminating research project in which they are creating a 
google slide on a famous person of their choice.  They are reading 
a nonfiction book and an article and working on synthesizing the 
information into their slide show.  They will present the slide 
show to the class at the beginning of next week.  Ask your child to 
show you their google slideshow.  They can access it on any 
device that has an internet connection.  I encourage them to work 
on these projects at home as well. 

Please remember that reading at home is an essential 
part of your child’s learning.  I will continue to give your child a 
participation/effort grade for their progress in independent 
reading both at school and at home.  We look forward to our next 
Book Talk book which is Ungifted by Gordon Korman.  There is 
still time to read this book before our next Book Talk on January 
22nd. 
 

There has been lots of division going on in the 5th and 
6th grade Math classes. Both grade levels have been using the 
standard algorithm to calculate quotients of whole numbers. 
Recently, the 6th grade division problems have included 
decimals. Please continue to have your child practice the basic 
multiplication facts for automaticity. The lack of memorization 
of basic facts is the biggest obstacle for students when dividing.  
 

We will be starting new units in the near future. The 6th 
graders will be working with integers in the next unit, and the 5th 
graders will be entering the world of operations with fractions. 
There’s so much to look forward to! 

 

In December fifth graders completed the Literary Unit 
and have begun another argument unit. The best part of this 
transition in units is that the format of writing does not change, 
only the genre of reading does. We will be moving from reading 
fictional stories to reading nonfiction texts, researching to develop 
claims that are supported by reasons and backed with evidence. 
They will learn to suspend judgment, read critically, note-take, 
build an argument, and revise, rethink, and rebuild. We will begin 
with the idea of whether chocolate milk should or should not be 
served in the school cafeteria.  

Sixth graders are wrapping up their informational 
research unit, with digital group presentations. They will then 
transition to literary texts. During the literary unit students will 
read fictional passages and analyze characters and theme. Literary 
writing requires students to read, reread, and rethink about a text 
in increasingly sophisticated ways. Students then craft a precise 
claim, build an argument to support their claim, and develop 
counterclaims anticipated of the reader.  

  
 
 

ELA 5-Piaschyk Math-Runninger 

ELA 6-Hollenbeck 

Writing-Morrison 

Hello Families! 
During whole group we are entering the conclusion of The 
Lightning Thief, and the practice of main idea and supporting 
details. Our students have unlocked the importance of precise 
language and how it impacts the author’s message. We practice 
biweekly with “on demand” constructive writing responses. This 
will support multiple subject areas as they move forward to the 
middle school. Please continue to encourage your child to read a 
minimum of 180 minutes a week, and add to their reading 
journals, as they are graded weekly.  This practice will expand 
their comprehension, and build their background knowledge in 
so many meaningful ways! As we proceed into the second half 
of the trimester we will be focusing on theme, author's point of 
view, and analyzing how a particular sentence, chapter, scene or 
stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and how it 
contributes to the development of the plot. Keep up your 
determination, and diligent work!  
Warmly, 
Mary Hollenbeck 

 



- http://3.bp.blogspot.com/--JXGAJ9UGr4/UFuiRzwitBI/AAAAAAAAHac/857-
HollQKWEOQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Peace-Builder January Focus 
 

 
Noticing and Speaking Up About Hurts 
For the month of January, we will be focusing on noticing and speaking up about hurts. 
Whenever you see a student that is displaying these behaviors, please fill out a "Peace Link", 
located in the main office. Each evening the links will be put together to form our "Chain of 
Kindness", we'd love to see this chain stretch all around the school. Peace links can also be 
filled out for other positive behaviors as well. Each month there will be a different focus, but we 
are always looking for examples of positive behavior that we can point out and encourage our 
students with. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

  

                   

 

 

  

  

Fri., January 18th & Sat., January 19th  

High School Play 7:00  

Monday, January 21st  

No School- Martin Luther King Day 

Wednesday, January 30th    

Beginner Band Concert—6:30 
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Reminders 

 
1) Read at least 30 minutes every day! 

2) Practice your multiplication facts daily! 

3) Bring Agenda/Home-School folder home 

everyday and have parents check it! 

4) Please check your child’s daily schedule 

before making appointments! 

5) Sneakers for PE! 

 

This Month’s Highlights 

Looking Ahead 
2/12- BOE meeting 

2/15- Cabin Fever 

2/18-2/22- Mid-Winter Recess—No School 

2/27-BREIA Trails 

 

 

 

Winter Cross Country Skiing trip planned!!    
 
On Tuesday, February 27th, the 5th and 6th graders 

will be participating in a field trip to the BREIA Trails, in 
Boonville.  The students will have qualified instructors to help 
them learn how to cross country ski.  The trip will be 
from 8:15-2:00 and the students will need to bring a bag lunch 
that day.   Please be sure to dress your student appropriately 
for the weather: winter jacket, snow pants, hat, gloves, long 
warm socks, and warm clothing underneath. There are 
warming huts on the ski trails and a place to eat lunch, but a 
majority of the day will be outside.  

PE-Jones 

Music Ensemble-Fenton 
 New lesson schedules available outside the music room 

 Practice at least 10 minutes a day (like homework) 

 Remember to bring your instrument on band and lesson days 

 Work on your NYSSMA solos 

 


